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EDITORIAL

Another tasty editorial?

| was quite pleased with the receptive-
ness and concern | found in the two mem-
bers of the board of trustees | had the op-
portunity to speak with Friday afternoon.
They seemed pleased with the opportunity
to talk with students and learn their feel-
ings on different aspects of Albright Col-
lege. They had even more questions and
comments when they learned | was the
editor that "writes all those nasty editori-
als." It was nice to learn that the members
| talked with were not upset with the con-
tent of the editorial page, and that the
members of the board do read the
Albrightiart as a means of staying in touch
with campus issues.

It's too bad there are not more oppor-
tunities during the year for students to
meet with the trustees. Students and trust-
ees do sit on the college senate, but there
can't be the same opportunity for give and
take that there is during informal discus-
sions. Four trustees and four students sat
at our table, and the discussion did not lag
at all past the introductions. My only re-
gret was that | didn't have the opportunity«
to ask any of my questions because | was
so busy answering the ones asked of me.
This situation could only have been re-
solved with more time as all the issues dis-
cussed were important, from the curricu-
lum t< the effectiveness of our admin-
istrators. .

The trustees are responsible for decisions
of great importance/but often they are on
campus only for meetings and don't see
much of what goes on as they are closeted
in South Lounge most of the time that
they spend here. What better way for them
to find out how the decisions they make ef-
fect students than for them to sit down and
talk with students. Administrators present
a number of reports to the trustees, but es-

Paul McDonough

sentially this institution is for students;
without the students there would be no
need for this institution. Doesn't it make
sense that the best way to determine the
needs of the students would be to ask
them.

Realistically the trustees have a limited
amount of time but I'm sure that some of
them might enjoy a day that is set aside to
meet and talk with interested students.

There are student representatives on the
board, and SGA tries to present student
concerns at the meetings. | still believe that
more could be accomplished and learned
from informal discussions where there are
no short limits on time, and issues aren't
put off indefinitely because they are not
on an agenda, or there are more pressing
matters. Maybe the individual members
should be able to determine if such dis-
cussions would be beneficial for both
sides. Not only would the trustees be able
to directly talk with students but students
also would have the opportunity to see the
trustees as something more than a nebulous
decision-making body.

| believe SGA made a request for meet-
ings of this kind at the trustees meeting.
Hopefully they weren't turned down com-
pletely. More communication can't hurt
anything. It's only when communication
is limited and speculation takes over that
problems arise. Students don't always
realize what actions are in there best in-
terests, but then neither do many other
adults. Not all brainstorms conceived
by students are brilliant, but every-once-
in-a-while a student has been known to
have a semi-good idea.

Maybe more would be accomplished if
both sides had the opportunity to listen.
It couldn't hurt.

-LAH
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LETTERS

AH members of the Albright community are welcome
and encouraged to submit responsible letters to the
editor.

All opinions represented under the editorial, letters
and commentary Sections are those of the author and
are not necessarlly representative of the Albrightian staff
and Albright College.
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Left or Right,

A quick scan around the globe shows
us that some 40 wars are currently being
waged, most funded by both Soviet and
Western arms. Numerous “hot spots” ex-
ist — areas which could see more direct in-
tervention by either of the two super-
powers in the near future. So when John
Donne once said that no man isan island
and that a distant child's suffering hurt as
much as his own he had no idea how true,
in light of the political and economic in-
terlocking of the world, this observatioh
was. It is naive to think that we Ameri-
cans aren’t in some way responsible for qr
drawn into the conflicts besetting man-
kind. Through political alignments, arms
sales, corporate investment, and simple
indifference we are being slowly but sure-
ly entangled by world situations which, if
not nipped in' the bud or resolved some-
what peacefully, will require even greater
expenditures of both money and human
lives. «

A number of supposedly stable and
prospering American-aligned nations are
finding their economic growth short-lived
and violence increasingly unavoidable.
Uruguay and Bfazil, onefe the wealthiest
nations in South America, have suffered
ever-widening unrest, government oppres-
sion, and militarization. In Brazil, as a
matter of fact, poverty is exploding as the
nation faces billions of dollars in debt
and the waning significance efficacy of
US multinational investment. Brazil is
now the third leading arm exporter in the

world and with the pressure of US busi-

nesses on its back, has no qualms about
selling anything to even countries like
Libya and Iran. The United'States, then,
not so indirectly finances Khaddafi's and

Khomeini’s terrorism. Other “free world”’

nations facing mounting poverty and in-
ternal strife include Indonesia, The Phil-
ipines, Chile, The Dominican Republic,
and South Africa. This latter nation has

Albltian excerpt

COMMENTARY

had numerous border incidents with Left-
ist neighbors in recent years and would
do well to (finally) abolish its apartheid
policies to preserve domestic order and
stability before it too faces revolution
and its questionable consequences.

Of course, the Soviet bloc is not with-
out its problems either. Besides the crisis
in Poland, the Soviets are under fire in
Ethiopia; Vietnam has expanded through
Cambodia and is now dangerously close
to the Thai border (a latent trouble spot
considering animosity toward Vietnam);
the war in Afghanistan continues unabat>
cd; the Soviets support radical elements
in the Middle East and though Israel’s
conduct can at times be questioned, few
would suggest that its neighbors (esp. Syr-
ia) offer any hope at all of peace or mut-
ual respect. Finally, the large Arab and
Moslem population in the Soviet Union
itself could erupt into serious problems in
the years ahead. With the Soviet power
base being European and state policy be-
ing atheism, the ever-growing population
of the Sovjet republics bordering the Mid-
dle East could spur even more centraliza-
tion of power, internal tension, and
strong-arm tactics inspired by fear and
growing fragmentation.

Last but certainly not least are two ma-
jor sources of concern right now: the
Iran-1raq war and Central America. The
former, with someone million casualities
and ugly chemical warfare, has largely
been overlooked by the American public,
maybe because Iran is not popular with
us and Iraq is perceived to be a Soviet al-
ly. But, in addition to the carnage, geo-
political considerations abound. The
Straits of Hormuz, which Iran has threat-
ened, bring over half the Western Europ-
ean nations, oil to them;~ weakened Iraq
de-stabilizes Syria and the entire Middle
East since, believe it or not, Iran is even
more fundamentally anti-Israel and anti-

West; and a weakened Iran means more
trouble in the Persian Gulf and the
chance of evert more Soviet expansionism
(Pakistan looms 'on the horizon). For
Humanistic reasons especially (“holy
wars” need secular responses), the impli-
cations of the Iran-1raq war, both in
terms of simple humanity and long-term
political ramification, demand much
more US attention.

In Central America, it should be clear
that we are slowly being primed for direct
military intervention, particularly if Mr.
Reagan wins re-election. The war against
Nicaragua is escalating every day; the US
claims that this Is justified because the
Sandinistas are dictatorial and unpopular,
but similar action has not occurred in ei-
ther El Salvador or Guatemala, both of
which have unpopular governments. Gre-
nada tested the waters and either El Sal-
vador of Nicaragua (and probably both)
will be next. The US should have learned
from the Vietnam experience that hum-
anitarian aid, channeled directly to
people in need, is the smarter choice, ec-
onomically, practically, and morally, than
an expensive and bloody war. If this is
done and Soviet/Cuban meddling persists,
support for military actiort would certain-
ly be more widespread and deserving. Un-
til then, however, the fact remains that EIl
Salvador and Guatemala have worse dict-
atorships than Cuba or Nicaragua (and
certainly worse than Somoza) and using
Honduras as a military proxy and US-de-
pendent nations like Mexico and Panama
as “concerned bystanders” is economical-
ly unsound and humanistically treacher-
ous, if not wrong. In either case, events in
Latin America will indeed strike closer to
home, via military activity and political
divisiveness, much more quickly than will
the last few dominoes.

Merely acknowledging the fact that the
world is a hostile place and wars of iaeol-
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we must plate ourselves In the middle

ogy, land, religion, etc., are difficult to
avoid ignores a critical fact — we are
touched in some way by all of them.
Whether it’s higher taxes or reduced so-
cial spending to expand the military, the
draft, loss of friends and family at war,
increasing foreign aid at the cost of ignor-
ing domestic problems, or further
tensions with the Soviet Union, nations
and conflicts we could once basically ig-
nore now stare right into our eyes. Of
course, simple humanitarian and moral
concerns shadow the more pecuniary or
personal ones. If Marx was right and rev-
olution, often bloody, is the inevitable
method of resolving economic conflicts,
then there is tittle hope but to let the
wheels of history spin and allow the fu-
ture to bring what it may, But we should
have the incentive and humanistic duty to
prove Marx to be at least overly generalis-
tic. For a change, especially in developing
nations and Central America, we must
look away from military solutions and re-
sign ourselves to the fact that US Invest-
ment doesn’t always bring with it pros-
perity and we must tighten our belts at
home if we are to avoid being pulled into
conflicts abroad sometime down the
line. With the globe’ being so economic-
ally interrelated, a child’s suffering in
South America, Asia, Africa, or the Mid-
dle East means (esp. with Soviet expan-
sionism and interference) the seeds of rev-
olution are always being sown and some-
times fertilized by greed, profit-seeking,
apathy, or knee-jerk military solutions.
History has shown that these thing lead
to some form of ruin—common sense and
identification with others’ needs and
rights might not bring utopia but it will
go a long way to avoid an inferno on
earth.

—by Nick Gugic
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Movie Review
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L'importance des

De temps en temps, |Albrightian

publie un article en frangais, en allemand

ou en espanol. Beaucoup d’etudiants
aiment ces articles mais il y a aussi ceux
qui ne les apprécient pas. Ils disent que
nous nous trouvons sur un campus otl
tout le monde parle anglais et qu’il est
béte de publier des essais qui sont
incompréhensibles pour un groupe de
lecteurs.- Est-ce qu’ils publient qu’a
Albright, comme dans la plupart des
universités, il y a un grand nombre
d'étudiants qui suivent des cours de

articles en langues étrangeres

langues étrangéres, comme le frangais, I’
espagnol et l'allemand. Donc, beaucoup
de nos éleves peuvent comprendre ces
articles.

Il y a une variété'de raisons pour
lesquelles les articles devraient litre
publiés. Premiérement, en les lisant,
les enseignes sont capables d’apprendre
de nouveaux mots de vocabulaire et
certaines expressions. C’est comme un
défi pour eux-ils lisent les articles pour
voir ce qu’ils peuvent comprendre et
aussi pour apprendre quelque chose.

Non seulement ces articles exercent-
ils les esprits des etudiants; en plus, ils
sdnt utiles dans la salle de classe. Les
professeurs peuvent les employer comme
lecture pour leurs éléves pour enseigner
la grammaire et la construction fonda-
mentale des- phrases. Aussi, ces articles
qui sont écrits en langues étrangeres
donnent des nouvelles concernant ce qui
arrive 1 Albright. Par exemple, au mois
de janvier un article qui a explique
I’Intérim frangais a été publie.

Ces articles en langues étrangéres

May 4.1984 The Albruthtian seven

Aou ent une variété'ay Joumfxl lls
rapellent aux enseignes quil'y a

d’autres langues et d’autres cultures, en
plus danglais.

Enfin, nous pensons que nous pouvons
tous bénéficier de ces articles qui repré-
sentent des cultures différentes et qui
nous offrent une occasion de perdre
notre ethnocentrisme.

—Kristen Ellise Ham and
Veronicalynn Papp
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Haggadah offers an evening of originality and fun

by Eileen O Donnell

The Domino Players have been working on The Hag-
gadah as long as | can remember (at least since Interim),
and it has definitely been worth the wait. The play has
just about everything: singing, dancing, jokes (including
one along the lines of “Where’s the beef?”), and some
more touching moments. Iteven has some soft-sculptured
puppets that are cuter than Cabbage Patch (maybe |
should rephrase that; those dolls can be pretty hideous).
The puppets are almost as cute as the Muppets (now
that’s what | call a compliment).

The Haggadah could be considered a Moses version of

GOdSpell, a very creative musical that’s both unusual and
fun. The play tells the story of Moses, taking him from a
little boy, played by Nancy Clark, to a young man,
played by Jon Buxton, who parts the Red Sea (a tough
feat to accomplish on stage, but effectively done), to
the man who reaches Mt. Sinai, played by Tim Smith.
What you have to do is pay close attention to the
change-overs in actors because all of these actors are on
stage throughout the play, as is the rest of the'cast:
Often one actor will'play two or more parts througrout
the play, so you have to try and keep track i who’s
who, when, and in which part.

Since most of the play is sung, and haii,of that sing-
ing is in Hebrew, you really have to keegp on your toes.
There$ a lot of translation done during these songs, so
that helps, but it stiff can get a kit confusing from time
to time. It also helps to know a little bit about the
customs and rituals of Passover, but it’s not really
necessary, since | know exceedingly .little about the
play, and | was able to understand most of it.

Let me tell you what | know and see if that will
help you_to clarify things when yoQ see it. The Hag-
gahah itself is the book of prayers that are said during
the Sedar, the Passover service. There are four questions
which are asked (sung at the beginning of the play) at
the beginning of Passover, and are answered throughout
the Passover season, by telling the story of Moses and
reading from The Haggadah.

In the play, these stories are represented uniquely
and creatively, using various special effects. The light-
ing, props, and orientation of the actors on stage are
all a part of what makes this play so fascinating. They
even use three of the actors to create the image of a
burning busfrfbflt you’ll Jjave to see the play to find out
how they do it.) The puppets which | earlier praised are
part of these effects. Designed by the company’ guest
artist-in-residence, Robert Little, these seven just sub-
human figures took over three months to complete, and
the effect is amazing. Even if the storyline doesn’t grab
you, it’s well worth going just to see these creatures.

The cast itself is also impressive. Once again Jeff

Sm|th rel IES Fal’t Of [he Iale Of The Haggadah eLentz lends his excellent tenor to the performance,

HSIQ ow cast members look on.

along with several other fine singers. | was particularly

Photon by Harrie Burdan

impressed with the performance of Anna Mae Weikel,
a newcomer to the Domino Players. Anna Mae has a
beautiful voice and fine acting abilities. She has reason
to be proud of a successful debut.

All In all, The Haggadah is a good, fun play that
should not be missed. It’s creative, unusual, and well-
performed; another fine product of the Domino Players.
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In Remembrance
of a Friend

We have lost a good and dear friend. Joe Rouse died on
Saturday, April 7, 1984. His official title at Albright was
Equipment Manager, but he was much more than that. He
was an institution. During his thirty-eight years at Albright,
many a student berf to his firm rules regarding equipment.
Many more students felt his warmth and encouragement.
There was a very soft side of Joe.Little children who needed
a friend found that friend in Joe.

Joe came from Hazelton. He lived to be 70 years old. He
loved his work. During the week before he was confined to
the hospital for the last time, he worked more than 40 hours
in his equipment room. There were precious few days missed
during his 38 years at Albright.

w During WWII Joe served in the Army. He was proud of
that. He is survived by his wife and two sisters as well as his
son, Joe Jr. and Joe Jrs." wife and two children.

Each wave that breaks upon the shore lingers a while then
is drawn back again to the depths while another wave takes
its' place. Still, no wave leaves without making some imprint
of its' presence. Joe left his mark at Albright. There is "Joe's
Room™" and all those things he did so well that will never be
undone. We'll miss Joe.
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SPRING FEVER WEEKEND  (ALMOST...)

We would like_to con ratulate all the geople who worked so hard
to make S rtng rever eekend such far]1 normous succes? We rnget
that we are unable to print pictures of t eev nt, but our film w;
stroyed inprocessing. Here§ what might have been.

Fun-loving freshmen enjoyin? One part of Fridfly afternoon’s Scavenger Hunt was to locate the
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