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Opinion

Recent events in the Middle East present the Unrted States with a
serious dilemma. Vital interests, such as oil supplies and military strate-
ay, will be put to the test by the Iran- Irati war. While America must
protect herselfand her allies from the possible reFercussrons of the war,
aconfrontation with the Soviet Union looms on the horizon

The United States is in the unenviable %osrtron of attemptrn? to
moderate friction between two nations who have demonstrated antipa-
thfu against the western world. Additionally, it is difficult to speculate

at affect this war will have on the hostages in Iran. This is certainly a
crucial incident for the entire world, however, since a large portion”of
the Middle East is at stake. Hie United States and the Soviet Union are
once again at odds, this time in close proximity to Soviet soil.

Secretary of State Muskie, when asked ‘about the possibility of
nuclear warfare in the Middle East, replied, “I don’t think s0.” Obvi-
ously, this statement reflects a great deal of trepidation on the part of
America’s State Department, With the lar dge contingent of atomic
weaponry both superpowers have assembled”in the Persian Gulf, de-
structive” conflict 1s not out of the question. Also, hoth France and
Great Britain are heavily dependent upon Iragi oil, and possess for-
midable forces in this aréa.

Another aspect of the Middle East tension is the Iran-Soviet Union
unilateral agreement, signed over fifty years ago. Although the Iranians
have refuted the treaty, the Soviets have vowed to protect their
“interests” in the area. rnaIIy, the election of Ronald Reagan brings to
America’s mrIrtar}/1 amore hawkish and active Foreign policy. This is
not to saK that the president-elect intends to wa?e war in the Middle
East, but he could be forced to flex Americans military muscles to prove
his Ieadershrp abilities. Any action of this nature must be carried out

sagaciously, since friction in this area is at a zenith.
gfah h/ Iraq war, whreseemrng?y concentrated to a small area, has

worldwrde |mplrcatrons The hostages in Iran, international ol supplies,
American-Soviet relations, and the United State’s power in the iddle
East will all be severely tested. American policy must be one of re-
straint, aIthouqb a sense of firmness must be projected if the western
nations are o e respected in the area. The best mode of action, how-
ever, would be one of third-party mediation. If the United States and
her allies can present an air of concern with the welfare of both Iran
and Iraq, severed relations can possrhIY be improved. Re?ardless of
what actions the United States' undertakes, the threat of full-scale

warfare in the Middle East must be considered and respected.
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Intensive classroom review in all sections of exams. Extensive
testing practice In our exclusive Exam Environment. 40 class-
room hours. Weekend sessions. Excellent specialist instructors.
Reasonable cost. Spring Sessions at a campus near you!

NATIONAL REVIEW COURSES

Call TOLL-FREE (800) 824-7888 Ask for Operator 116
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