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Page Two

I1t's Still With Us...

Throughout this month of January the National Founda-
tion for Infantile Paralysis is holding its annual March of
Dimes. Some may think, "Why should I*jive to the March of
Dimes ?” or, “I thought the Salk vaciné cured polio!” This is
altogether the wrong point of view. In the first place, the Salk
vacine has not absolutely cured polio. True, it is effective, but
much has to be done before it is nearly efficient enough to be
considered a true cure. The necessary research will be financed
by our contributions to the March of Dimes.

This is not, however, the main reason for contributing our
dimes and dollars. Statistics show us that in 1955, despite the
Salk polio vacine, some 30,000 Americans were stricken with
infantile paralysis. This raises the grand total to 68,000 patients
who in 1956 are dependent upon March of Dimes help. This
figure does not include those who will be stricken with polio
this year.

Yes, polio is still with us. To illustrate what is needed and
must be done, the polio institute has listed the five targets for
polio patients, their five goals in living. The first goal, of course,
is survival, the conflict for life-giving air with death. This
fight is won with the aid of respirators, “iron lungs,” which
are available throughout the U. S. *The next aim is freedom,
freedom from that breathing monstrosity, the “iron lung.” New
mechanical breathing aids have been developed by March of
Dimes funds which enable the patient to be weaned away from
their steel jackets. The ability to breathe without the help of
mechanical devices—this is the third goal of those stricken by
polio. But once the breathing is accomplished, the hardest part
JS yet to be conquered. The patient, be it a mah, woman, or
child, must rise up and learn to live a useful life. This fourth
rung in the ladder to recovery can only be accomplished by

means of the help of adequately trained personnel, another,

March of Dimes service. Of course, the ultimate goal of every
stricken person is to LIVE again ... to work and play like
the rest of the world ... to be a normal person.

These are the five goals of the polio patient; to survive,
to be free from the iron lung, to breathe, without help, to rise
up, and to,live again. Yet none of these targets can be attained
without our contributions. Every cent is needed. Remember,
although infantile paralysis is faltering, it isn't licked yet!

YourCharacter Shows

Every graduate of History lab—Survey of Western Civili-
zation—has heard about Machiavelli and his theory that the
end justifies the means. Catchy slogans like Michiavelli’s little
gem always carry great appeal—especially when they provide
people with an opportunity to explain their actions without
going through the arduous process of moral evaluation.

This particular slogan—*“The end justifies the means’—
has become too much a part of our everyday way of thinking.'
Mahatma Gandhi, not being a westerner, preached the exact
opposite—"The end does not justify the means.” Somehow,
though, he didn’t get as much publicity as Machiavelli, perhaps
because ,20th Century man is no more anxious than his 16th
Century ancestors té tax his brain with vexing moral considera-
tions when a ready-made slogan can be found to resolve such
conflicts.

Machiavelli’s philosophy, when applied to modern college
life, has interesting ramifications. Without doubt the desire to
obtain a degree is an honorable one. It is also considered worth-
while to yearn for high marks. According to Machiavelli, then,
it would be quite all right to achieve these noble aims by cheat-
ing in examinations or trying to obtain tests in advance.

The fallacy is that one may achieve his goal but be left
with nox(character. What good is a degree or a place on the
Dean’s “A” list if one's character has degenerated to the point
where no one trusts him—nor does he, judging others by him-
self, trust anyone else?

Before you walk into your first final exam next week, think
it over. Five points earned by covertly observing someone else’s
paper may mean five points subtracted from your character.
Machiavelli to the contrary, the means are far more important
than the end. The end is objective, but the means are you
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‘Can Spring Be Far Behind?
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